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From:
o DR PUND mERR DUUTD TR Y RITN - and cow shall fove him as vourself: for vou were
strangers in the %::zchq;'ff‘;;\ fﬁ{. I generai the To
on all uprooted and defenseless human beings in exile. And vou shall
you opph fand of Epvprs Ex. 22:200 We are burdened with an ethi-
cal norm to help because we remember how we feli when we were in distre
This casis a 'li_ght upon our mysteriows historical destine. Qur nation was bom in the crucible *
4 people rom the sand dunes of the Sinai Deserr.

tethic is derived from experience. Ve have merey
HOUMISERAL d stranger nov shall

him, for vey e strangers in the

Ay

of exile. bondage. and suflering. We emergec
where we wandered forty vears. WWhy could we not rise as d'people in our own land. in prosper-
ity and abundance? The answer is siople. I our moral v was w be one of kindness and chosed, it

could not have been formulated tor people Who fnaw nor what sulfering is. Only negple in exile -

{{ could understand and appreciate 4 1 nowalin of kindness, Therefore. galus was a central experience
i 9] {{ in the life of our patriarchs and it is stil a majer experience in our Hves Abriham’ fourney, polery
Egvptis a central experierce that urderlies the very moralicy of the Jew The unique morality of

is teoted in a verv sensiiive, exceptionally wnder and warm approach ta man, The Torah is

"‘)F) the Jew

P concerned with ke 0 dignity The latter must not be abused. It must not be denied
{(? to'the weak and the helpless. Sen v and compassion are the central axis of our moral experi-

son bn uniering some innocuous remark s a severe transgression.

ence T hurt the feelings 3 4 per
vand compassion. rachamim and rachamanus. The term

We have two terms for kindness—
rachamim is derived from the verb ra

3
WML W

h hasically means wo love. A merachem is one who
dan. The |z i

et is an adjectival noun meaning one

-
T Fudidm

sympathizes. Rachmanns is derived
q& who is compassionate. _ :

The difference between merachem and rachaman is that merachem describes an act, not a dis-
position. Whoever engages in loving or commiseration is called merachem. no marter how kind or
merciful he is by nature. Rachaman describes not an action, but a trait, a temper. a bent in cnes
character, a disposition. The rachaman cannot help but to love, Even when he wame o be strict

nd TgId ] He Aot do i, SiHeE K Wi PErionaliny 16 overliowing with love. Rachamanus meane
that love, and only love, is what one ought o give 10 people. }

The fact that in Egypt we were exposed to all kinds of chicanery, that we were treated there
like objects and not people, the fact that later in Persia we were soid by the king to the prime
minister for slaughter and annihilation. engendered in us a sensitivity and emaotional tenderness

nb{ not to be found in anyone else. The Jew is saturated with compassion and mercy. We all know
what a Jew feels when he says this bov is an orphan, this woman is a widow. The laws pertain-
ing to the trearment of those lonely pecple bear witness to our sympathelic understanding and

involvement in the travail of others.
Without the experience of Egvpt and Persia. we would have remained emotionally coarse and

QJ(, taugh. That is the reason for the irequent mention of te Exodus whenever the Torah speaks of our
duty to respect the feelings of others, particularly the feelings of the defenseless. helpless, and lone- .
ly people. The Torah alwavs reminds us that we were aliens in Egypt. WDavs of Deliverance, pp. 22-23)

, The seript God writes for Flis people is sometimues circuitous and terri-
fying. The sages applicd to it the pointed phrase "How awesome is God
¢ b
in His dealings with mankind™ {Ps. 66:5). Why did He want H!;“ prople

to experience slavery? Why was exile in Egypt the necessary prg‘lu_{rl_c to

their fife as a sovercign nation in the Promised Land?

\ g\,{,g v .
Q] ,Jé&u (g The Beek of Jonal tells o strange story. Jonah has been asied by God
to warn the people of Nineveh. Their ways are corrupt; the city wilf be

destreyed unfess they repent. Jonah flees from his mission, and in the

C, QC% \(0(9 course of the book we learn why, He knew, e says, that the people of
\ "Q/ . Nineveh, hearing the words of the prophet, would repent and be forgiven.
S & ! ‘
Q. tf Forjonah, this was unjust. When prople da wrong, they should sufler
the consequences and be punished. This was particularly so in the case

of Nineveh, a city ol the Assycians, who were to cause lsrael so much
suffering. God's forgiveness conflicted with Jonals sense of retributive
justice. God decides to teach Jonah a moral lesson. He sends him a gourd

{F to give him shade from the burning sun. The next day He seuds a worm
that makes the gourd wither and die. Jonah is plunged into suicidal
depression. God then says to him: "You cared about that plant, which
you did not toil for and did not grow, which appeared evernight and

' was lost overnight. And Nineveh has more than o handred 31.1d twenty
")/{ thousand peaple in it - who do not know their right hands from their
left = and many animals, Amv 1 nol to care for that great city?” (4oie=11),
God teaches jonab to care by giving him something and then

b taking il away. Loss teaches us to value things, though usually too fate.
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Wihat we love, and then {ose, e do not take for granded. The religious

“L‘L!I]‘L‘

vision is not hout seeing (hings that are not there T s about

the things that are there and abways were, bal that we pever nulucd ar

paid altenition W, Faitl s o jorne of attcitbon 1 s dsusbaued iedilalion

o The wniractifansaess of wlal s, becasse i nvight nol have been. Whal

we lose and are given back, we learn to cher ish in a way we would ot

Irave done had we never lost it in the fiest place. Faith is about nol tak-
ing things lor granted. A
This is the key to understanding o whole series ol narratives in

the. Book of Genesis. Saeah, Rebeeca, and Rachel Tong Le have children

[[ bul discover they are infertite. Onfy through Godyinterventionare they

u

able to conceive, Abrahan goes through the trial of the binding of Isaac,

ondy to discover that Gad, who has asked him to sacrifice his child, says,

“Stop!” at the last moment. Thix is how the covenantal lamily learos that

faving children is not somet hing that merely happens. Itis how the pro-
ple of lsrael learned, at the dawn of their history, neverlo mh cliilddyen for
gmu[cd.]ew;sh Lnntmmty, the raising of new generations of Jews, isnot
natural, inevitable, a process that takes care of itself It needs constant
effort and attention. The same is true of freedom. .

Ereadom in the biblical sense — responsible self-restraint — is
aot natural. To the contrary, the natural order in human societies, as in
the animal kingdom, is that the strong prey on and dominate the weak,
Nothing is rarer or harder to achieve than a society of equal dignity for

all. Merely to conceive it requires a massive disengagement from nature.
The Torah tells us how this was achieved, through the historical expe-
rience of a people who would ever afterward be the carriers of God’s
message to mankind.

Israel had to lose its freedom before it could cherish it. Only what we

lose do we fully pay 4 attention to, lsrael had to sufler the experience of
siavery and dégradation belore it could kam, lk__pow

n, k and feel intuitively
that there is somethmg monl 10n£7 wzti) oppressmn Nor could it,

or ahy other people, arfy this mesmge in pmpetmty without reliving
itevery year, tasting the harsh tang of the bread of oppression and the

bitterness of stavery. Thug was created, at the birth of the nation, a long-

ing for freedom that was at the very core of its memory and identity.
Had Israe} achieved immediate nationhood in the patriarchal
age ‘without the experience of exile and persecution, it would ~ like so
many other nations in history - have taken freedom for granted; and
when freedom is taken for granted, it has already begun to be lost. Israel
became the people canceived in slavery so that it would never cease to
lgng foi lmgy_: and know that liberty isanything hutnatural Ik requires

constant vigitance, unceasing moral straggle. Israel discovered freedom

by losing it. May it never lose it again.
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